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Anteing Up to the ASHS Endowment Fund:
   Let’s Talk About Making a Difference

 

Most of you know this, but the official story is that    “The ASHS Endowment Fund was
established in 1982 to support horticultural science    and education. The Fund is intended to
promote excellence in horticulture through    student scholarships and other educational tools.
By donating to the Endowment    Fund, you’ll be helping ensure that the best and brightest
students can become    horticultural scientists.” 

This is a pretty noble-sounding set of sentences. I wonder    if those that first envisioned and
established the Endowment Fund anticipated    the success of the Fund and the progress made
in its growth. For many years    since its establishment, much of the Endowment Fund’s interest
or other income    (the corpus cannot be expended) has been used to provide student travel
grants.    These have been available for undergraduate and graduate students. In 2008 there   
were 57 student travel grants awarded.

I don’t know about you, but since I turned 50 I have    been increasingly aware of who is coming
up the hill professionally as I am    viewing the top with its inevitable “other” side. No matter
what happens, given    a little time our Society and the area of Horticultural Science will be
made    up of an entirely new group of folks; these being current undergraduate and    graduate
students who will become our new leaders. It does not matter if they    are Generation Xers,
Millenials or what label they are given. It almost seems    like just a few years ago I was one of
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them! Most of you who are gathering years    of wisdom likely feel the same way.

The Endowment Fund income has provided hundreds of student    travel grants. I imagine some
of you have a story to tell of the value of the    grant to you. Just out of curiosity, I contacted the
2008 awardees to see what    they had to say about the impact of the grant and their experience
at the Annual    Conference held in Orlando. Below are some shared stories.

Lani Meyer of Kansas State University.    provided this story:

   

I contemplated several months about graduate school;      was I ready to take more classes?
Would I really enjoy research? In the end,      it seemed like the right time, the right project, the
right school, and the      right thing to do. I enrolled in classes and dove into a new project. But   
  only about a month into my studies, a family death sort turned me upside down.      Suddenly
my road was bumpy. As the summer approached I realized survey development      was not
want I wanted to be doing for research. I wanted plants, outside,      and physical work. I was
down and becoming unattached to my work and how it      was benefiting myself and
community. I was ready to quit.

   

However, I was extremely excited about my first upcoming      conference trip to Orlando to
present a poster on my undergraduate honors      project. I had always wanted to attend a
professional conference. I felt honored      ASHS and my department were supporting me. I
spent time crying to my advisor      about the heartache and confusion of school, research, and
personal life.      Being the wonderful advisor she is, she suggested that I go to the conference   
  and see what it was all about; learn more about professional research and      jobs within the
industry and education; take some time and really think about      my future.

   

 I heeded her advice and attended the conference. I      presented my poster and was surprised
at the constant questions and various      visitors. What I had studied and put time and effort into
was actually interesting      to others! It was the first attention my work had received outside of
my department      and it made me feel on top of the world. It was all very inspiring. By the     
time I returned I was ready to continue to push on through the graduate school      experience.
Though at times the road is bumpy, the thought of getting to present      at another conference
builds up that excitement I felt in Orlando and helps      me to keep moving along. 
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This is quite a story and the experience of the Conference    appears to have made a big
difference to Lani. I understand that Candice Shoemaker    is Lani’s advisor. Good work, and
the folks at K-State ought to put a little    extra on your check!

Suzanne O’Connell, provided her account:

   

I am a master’s student in horticultural science at      North Carolina State University. When I
attended the Southern Region ASHS      meeting in February 2008, it was my first time at a
scientific meeting and      my first time for creating and presenting a poster. The regional
meeting was      a great introduction to the Society. Everyone was very friendly and welcoming.  
   I also got to meet students from other universities and see what their research      projects
involved and was encouraged by researchers and professors about my      research efforts.

   

I applied for the student travel grant to attend the      national ASHS meeting in July, partly due
to my prior positive conference      experience. I also entered the graduate student poster
competition with a      new poster that included additional research results. The travel grant paid 
    for my travel and food expenses while my advisor arranged for my accommodations      at the
hotel.

   

The most exciting part of the conference for me was      meeting new people and attending the
sessions on international work opportunities      and organic research. Much to my surprise, I
won first place in the graduate      student competition, which was quite a boost of confidence! 

   

The cash prize promptly went to arranging for the delivery      of my sister’s Vespa scooter from
Boston to North Carolina so that I can travel      to the research greenhouses or to class on
campus in style, without getting      a parking ticket, and not paying a fortune for gasoline. The
travel scholarship      provided me with this great opportunity and I would like to thank the
society      for making it available.

Quite a story here, one involving the bridging of undergraduate    to graduate experiences. And,
Suzanne even got a ride out of the deal. I enjoy    walking, but I have always loved a ride!
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Jongyun Kim from the University of Georgia    had this to say:

   

I came to the U.S. from South Korea one year ago to      begin my doctoral program. The
Annual Conference was the first ASHS meeting      that I attended in my life. I have always
wanted to attend an ASHS meeting      since I started my graduate program at Korea University,
Seoul. When I did      research for my master’s degree in Korea, I found several relevant papers
     from ASHS journals and I had a dream to make a presentation at an ASHS meeting     
someday.

   

This year my dream came true: I had a chance to deliver      an oral presentation about my
research in front of many well-known researchers.      I was very nervous since English is not
my native tongue. However, the atmosphere      of the ASHS meeting was very friendly and well
organized. The ASHS student      travel grant really helped me to experience the wonderful
meeting. I had the      privilege of meeting several scientists who I knew from their research
papers      and even some of the authors of the textbooks I studied. It was a great experience     
to attend the conference and see the current research in my field. Thank you      for assisting
me with the ASHS student travel grant for this great opportunity.

Making dreams come true—that is an inspiring thought    for members to have when
considering contributing to the Endowment Fund.

Francisco Di Gioia provided his experience    from Orlando:

   

I am so grateful to the ASHS! I flew from South Italy      to Florida and the travel costs were very
expensive and funding for this kind      of travel is always limited for PhD students. I can
guarantee you that it      was not easy to plan everything to attend the Conference. I think that
the      amount of the grant was also good, and enough at least for the accommodation      in
Orlando.

   

What happened to me was that I was not able to pay      the hotel, because they did not
recognize my credit card (from Italy) and      I was there alone, so I was in real trouble. Hence,
to make a long story short,      only by having the travel grant check in Orlando was I able to pay
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the hotel.      Right now I am laughing, but at that time it was not that funny! So I really      want
to thank ASHS because that travel grant was the salvation for me.

 I have always been fortunate enough that my credit cards    have worked around the world. I
can imagine what a relief this was to Francisco    to have the funds.

And, to give a multi-year experience with the student    travel grant, comments from Cheryl
Boyer,  now
an assistant    professor at Kansas State:

I received ASHS student travel grants for my MS work    at Oklahoma State University and for
PhD work at Auburn University. The process    was easy (an online application) and the
availability of such funds is invaluable.    I have been privileged to attend and present research
at several national ASHS    meetings as a graduate student. Attending just one is an
eye-opener, but attending    several provides the opportunity to begin finding your place among
a field of    colleagues.

Networking at ASHS is great—you can’t beat getting on    an elevator with the first author of a
paper you’ve been studying and having    the chance to ask a question (or five). I admit to being
shy and not always    speaking up, but these encounters were how others began to remember
me and have    shaped my young career already. In fact, I secured my PhD assistantship at
ASHS    and continued to receive career advice from colleagues I respect.

Were it not for the generosity of donors and the diligence    of ASHS to encourage participation
by graduate students, I am sure that I would    not have attended so many meetings nor met so
many people. Times are tough everywhere    financially, but these travel grants lower the cost
so much that it has been    the tipping point for many students to attend.

I now find the interaction at ASHS a must and plan to    continue my attendance in the future. A
small investment on the part of ASHS    members for life-long relationships is definitely worth it!
Thank you, ASHS.    I am proud to be a member of this organization along with all of you.
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Now we have the grants come full circle—help provided    to a graduate student to attend more
than one Conference, and a one-time graduate    student now an active and contributing
member. And one poised and ready to support    ASHS as an enthusiastic active member and
potential leader!

I regret that I do not have the space to share all of    the other accounts of the positive impact of
the student travel grants. I also    heard from Upender Somireddy (Ohio State), Rachel Itley   
(Florida), 
Michelle Leinfelder
(Cornell), 
Jin Gook    Kim
(Japan), 
Nobuko Sugimoto
(Michigan State), 
Xiaoyu    Liu
(Clemson), 
Wendy Klooster
(Michigan State), 
Shubin    K. Saha
(Florida), 
Oren Warren
(Florida), 
Joshua    Atkins
(Florida), Matthew Blanchard (Michigan State), and 
Jeanmarie    Mitchell-Harty
(Florida). Thanks to all of these students that responded    to my request. You all provided great
comments on the value of the program.

Fellow ASHS Members, contributions to the Endowment Fund    provide for strengthening the
financial stability of the Society and the generation    of income from the Fund is having
tremendous impact on our student participants.    They are the leaders of tomorrow. Lets
support them today!

I have gotten myself all worked up gathering this information    and writing this article. Where is
my pen and checkbook? Oh, here it is . .    . . I am writing an Endowment Fund contribution
check now. This is the time    of year to consider a contribution. And even better for our U.S.
Members, your    contribution to the ASHS Endowment Fund is tax-deductible!
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Won’t you join me? Donating for more Good Times To Roll.    

         For details on how to contribute to the        ASHS Endowment Fund, CLICK        HERE    
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http://ashs.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=103:contribute-to-the-ashs-endowment&catid=88:endowment-fund&Itemid=116

